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South Asian Cities Support First International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies

The United Nations' first International Day of Clean Air for blue skies will he observed on
September 7, 2020, to stress the urgent need to raise public awareness and to promote and
facilitate actions to improve air quality.

The lockdowns over the pandemic crisis have brought the world an unintended benefit of cleaner
air and blpe skies. But these improvements will be temporary unless we use this apportunity to
take concrete action, collectively, to ensure lasting changes.

As mayors and city administrators of our cities, we need to step up, became change makers and act
now to protect our citizens from the devastating consequences of air poliution. As members of the
ICLEI South Asia network, we fully endorse the United Nations' International Day of Clean Air for
blue skics and commit to use our authority and Influence to reduce air pollution in our cities 10
meel the Sustainable Development Goal of making cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable.

We welcame the first ‘International Day of Clean Air for blue skies” and acknowledge the need for
enhanced stakeholder engagement at all levels, and to promote and facilitate actions to improve i
quality.

Wa acknowledge the transboundary impact of air pollution and will form strong partnerships with
local, regional and national authorities, as well as with the private sector and academic institutions
10 find best practices and to coordinate action to mitigate air pollution

We will promote actions to improve air quality such as use of low emission public transpart and
walking/ cycling: incentives to reduce traffic congestion and industrial ¢missions; expansion of
access o clean energy for cooking and heating; increase in green cover; air quality manitoring and
reduction in improper disposal of waste,

Breathing clean air is a fundamental human right, We reafllem our commitment to Improving air
quality for the purposey i mitigating clima change Impact, fostering a better environment and
reducing negative impgcts
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